
 ORDINANCE NO. 1172  
SOLID WASTE RATES 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 14, FIXING THE CHARGES TO 
BE ASSESSED BY THE CITY OF ESCANABA FOR SOLID WASTE, 
RECYCLING, YARD WASTE AND LITTERING, TO BE IN FULL FORCE 
AND EFFECT ON THE BILLINGS PROCESSED AFTER JUNE 30, 2016 
AND ALL BILLINGS THEREAFTER UNTIL FURTHER AMENDED BY 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
ESCANABA 

 
THE CITY OF ESCANABA ORDAINS: 

 
CHAPTER I 

 
Chapter 14, Section 3, Collection of Charges; Liens, of the Code of Ordinances shall 
be amended as follows: 
 
1. Each small garbage customer shall be charged the sum of Three Dollars ($3.25) per 

month for the collection and disposal of up to three (3) solid waste carts of solid 
waste per week. 

 
The City may, at its sole discretion, grant a small garbage exemption from solid waste 
charges if all of the following conditions exist:  (a) a building or portion thereof must 
be unoccupied for the entire billing period in question; (b) a building or portion thereof 
must have either its electric or water service “shut off” for the entire billing period in 
question; and (c) no refuse may be placed for pickup at the occupancy in question 
during the billing period in question.  Retroactive exemption will not be granted. 

 
2. Each large garbage customer shall be charged the sum of Thirteen Dollars ($13.00) 

per month for the collection and disposal of four (4) or five (5) solid waste carts of 
solid waste per week. 

 
The City may, at its sole discretion, grant a large garbage exemption from solid waste 
charges if the customer in question furnishes the billing department with evidence of 
private collection.  Retroactive exemptions will not be granted. 

 
3. Any customer who exceeds five (5) solid waste carts of solid waste per week will be 

required to provide for the collection and disposal of their solid waste through other 
methods. 

 
4. Should the State of Michigan or any other duly authorized governmental agency 

mandate any cost increases for the disposal of solid waste at the Delta Solid Waste 
Management Landfill, these additional costs will be added to the rates as previously 
described. 

 
5. There is created and established a special fund to be known and designated as the 

“Solid Waste Fund” into which all sums collected under this chapter shall be 
deposited and kept by the City Treasurer and from which all expenses of the 
administration and operation of this chapter shall be paid. 

 
6. All solid waste collection service charges shall be paid to the City Treasurer. 
 
7. A three (3%) percent penalty charge will be made on all bills unpaid after the date 

indicated on the bill.  The penalty charge will be computed as of the date of payment 
and will be computed on the amount of payment applied to the delinquent balance.  
The penalty charges may be waived at the discretion of the city for good reason when 
the interest of the city would be best served by waiving said penalty or if the customer 
proves extraordinary circumstances intervened to prevent payment of the bill on the 
due date. In all cases, it will be the exclusive right of the city to determine the facts 
and judge the validity of the request to waive the penalty payments. 

 
8. In addition to all other remedies for the collection of delinquent charges or billing 

authorized by ordinances of the city pertaining to solid waste collection, the city shall 
have the right to such liens and procedures as may be established for the collection 
of solid waste utility charges as are now or hereafter authorized by the laws of the 
state. 



Ordinance No. 1172  – continued 
Solid Waste Ordinance  

 

 2 

Chapter 14, Section 4.  Enforcement, of the Code of Ordinances shall be amended as 
follows:   
 
Charges for solid waste disposal shall constitute a lien on the premises served and if 
not paid within six (6) months shall be certified by the official in charge of the collection 
thereof to the tax assessing officer, and shall then be entered upon the next tax roll as a 
charge against such premises and shall be collected and the lien thereof enforced in the 
same manner as general city taxes against such premises are collected and the lien 
thereof enforced.  All provisions of the laws of the state and the city charter applicable to 
the time and manner of certification and collection of delinquent city taxes levied against 
real estate in the city shall be observed in the certification and collection of such 
charges, provided, however, that in all cases where a tenant is responsible for the 
payment of any such charge and the utility billing office is so notified in writing, which 
notification shall include a true copy of the lease of the affected premises, if there be 
one, then no such charge shall become a lien against such premises from and after the 
date of such notice. 

 
CHAPTER II 

SAVINGS CLAUSE 
 
If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of the within Ordinance is, for 
any reason, held to be unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this Ordinance.  The City Council hereby declares that it would 
have passed this Ordinance, section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase thereof, 
irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses 
or phrases be declared unconstitutional. 
 

CHAPTER III 
REPEALING CHAPTER 

 
All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are 
hereby repealed. 

 
CHAPTER IV 

EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect ten (10) days after its passage and 
publication. 
 
APPROVED:      APPROVED: 
 
___________________________  ___________________________ 
Ralph B. K. Peterson    Marc D. Tall 
City Attorney                                                       Mayor      

 
       Attest: 
Date Approved: June 6, 2016   
Date Published: June 9, 2016    
         ________________________ 

Robert S. Richards, CMC 
City Clerk 

 
I hereby certify that the foregoing constitutes a true and complete copy of an Ordinance 
duly adopted by the City Council of the City of Escanaba, County of Delta, Michigan, at 
a Special Meeting held on Monday, the 6th  day of June 2016 , and was published in the 
Daily Press, a newspaper of general circulation in the City of Escanaba on Thursday, 
June 9, 2016, and that said meeting was conducted and public notice of said meeting 
was given pursuant to and in full compliance with the Open Meetings Act, being Act 
267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, and that the minutes of said meeting were kept and 
will be or have been made available as required by said Act. 

__________________________ 
Robert S. Richards, CMC 
City Clerk 


