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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS
CITY COUNCIL
ELECTRICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
CITY OF ESCANABA, MICHIGAN
Special Joint Meeting
Monday, August 12, 2013

Pursuit to a meeting notice posted August 8, 2013, the meeting was called to order
by the Mayor Leo J. Evans at 6:27 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall located at 410
Ludington Street.

Present: Mayor Leo J. Evans, Council Members, Walter A. “Pete” Baker, Patricia A.
Baribeau, Ronald J. Beauchamp, and Marc D. Tall.

Absent: None

Present: Electrical Advisory Committee (EAC) Members: Chairperson Tim Wilson, Larry
Arkens, Ann Bissell, and Glendon Brown.

Absent: Electrical Advisory Committee Members: Jon Anthony, Two vacancies and
Power Plant Liaison

Also Present:City Manager James V. O'Toole, City Attorney Ralph B.K. Peterson, Electric
Superintendent Mike Furmanski, City Controller Mike Dewar.

Tall moved, Beauchamp seconded, CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY, to approve the
agenda as submitted.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None
CONFLICT OF INTEREST - None
PUBLIC HEARING - None
NEW BUSINESS

Approval — Ballot Referendum Language for the November 5, 2013 General Election.

A discussion on a possible referendum for the November 5, 2013, general election
took place which, if approved by the voters, will grant authority to the City Council to not only
- sell the Power Plant for continued plant operations, but would further allow the City Council
to dispose of the Power Plant equipment and assets including up to the 40 acres of real
property where said assets were located. By State Election Law, the Delta County Clerk
must be notified by the end of the business day August 13, 2013, of the City’s intent to place
a proposal on the November 5, 2013, election ballot, and ballot language must be approved
by the Council and forwarded to the Delta County Clerk’s Office no later than August 27,

2013.

The following was reviewed:

o Cost to operate plant to keep in a standby mode;
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e Must be prepared for the next step and worse case scenario. City may incur costs if
MISO gave the City a 90 day notice to terminate, and SSR Agreement was not

approved;
e Clerk Richards provided information on the August 13" and 27" State Law Election

deadline dates;

» Need to put a plan of the facts on what was going on to educate the public about the
Power Plant;

e Overall best desired outcome was to sell the Power Plant;

e Concerns of what the public may understand, perceptions and realities. Question on
whether another date should be sought. A private committee with non-City funds
should be considered to educate the public;

e The referendum language would not negate Escanaba Green Energy’s contracts with
the City;

¢ Discussed the possible NO VOTE committees;

¢ Reviewed the SSR Agreement and understanding of the MISO 90 day Notice to Shut
down; .

e Reviewed various scenarios on other possible elections dates;

e Worse would be that the SSR agreement was not approved, City loses $300,000 per
month retroactive to mid June 2013, and would need to moth ball plant and direct
Pro-Energy to drastically reduce staff.

Electrical Advisory Member Arkens moved, Bissell seconded, to not proceed with the
proposed November 2013 ballot item.

Ayes: Arkens, Bissell

Nays: Wilson

Abstain: Brown

MOTION FAILED.

Baker moved, Beauchamp seconded, to put the County on Notice of the City intent to

have a November 2013 referendum ballot proposal.

Ayes: Baker, Beauchamp,
Nays: Baribeau, Tall, Evans

MOTION FAILED.

Council Members and Electrical Advisory Committee Members were all concerned
for the citizen’s and taxpayers of Escanaba. It was the hope that Escanaba Green Energy
would soon be closing on the Power Plant.

GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT — None
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COUNCIL/COMMITTEE, STAFF REPORTS - None
ADJOURNMENT

Hearing no further public comment, or further reports from the Electrical Advisory
Committee or Council, the meeting adjourned at 7:46 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert S. Richards, CMC Approved:
- City Clerk Leo J. Evans, Mayor
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