
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 
CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF ESCANABA, MICHIGAN 
Regular Council Meeting 

Thursday, September 6, 2012 
 
 The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Mayor Leo J. Evans at 7:00 
p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall located at 410 Ludington Street. 
 
Present: Mayor Leo J. Evans, Council Members, Walter A. “Pete” Baker, Patricia A. 

Baribeau, Ronald J. Beauchamp, and Brady L. Nelson. 
 
Absent: None 
   
Also Present:  City Manager James V. O’Toole, City Attorney Ralph B.K. Peterson, City 

Department Heads, media, and members of the public. 
 
 Pastor Margery Host of the First United Methodist Church gave the invocation 
and led Council in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 Baker moved, Nelson seconded, CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY, to approve 
Regular Meeting Minutes from August 16, 2012, as submitted. 
 
  
ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
 

Baker moved, Beauchamp seconded, CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY, to approve 
the City Council Agenda as submitted. 
 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATION – None 
 
AWARD PRESENTATION 
 

Mayor Evans, presented members of the 2012 Escanaba Junior (age 13-14) 
Girls Softball Team, a Certificate of Achievement and Proclamation for their successful 
winning season.  The Team achieved the District 10 Championship, won the State 
Championship, Regional Tournament, and trip to the World Series where the team took 
sixth place.  Members of the Team and Coaches were: 

 
Team members consisted of players: Anna Burch, Sam Connor, Callie Heller, 

Emily LaFave, Michelle LaFave, J. J. Laviolette, Mackenzie Leisner, Rebecca Piron, 
Katie Ross, Taylor Segorski, and Kayla VanPortfliet.  Coach Jamie Segorski, Managers 
Andy Fields, Bruce Heller, and Randy VanPortfliet.  
 
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENT - None 
     
UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS - None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Approval – Use of City Property – Lakestate Industries 2nd Annual Run It Walk It 
Wheel It 5K – October 6, 2012.  
 

The Lakestate Industries requested the use of public property for their 2nd 
Annual Run It Walk It Wheel It 5K on October 6, 2012, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Council approval was recommended provided 1) Proper event insurance naming the 
City of Escanaba in the policy is obtained and filed with the City and 2) Event organizers 
clean up the area upon completion of the event. 
 
NB-1 Baribeau moved, Baker seconded, CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY, to approve a 

request by the Lakestate Industries, for the use of public property for their 2nd 
Annual Run It Walk It Wheel It 5K on October 6, 2012, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m., provided 1) Proper event insurance naming the City of Escanaba in the 
policy is obtained and filed with the City and 2) Event organizers clean up the 
area upon completion of the event. 

 
 
Approval – Use of Public Space – Ludington Street - The Great Pumpkin Parade. 
 

ABATE of Michigan; Region No. 17, requested permission to use Ludington 
Street on Saturday, October 13, 2012, from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m., for their annual 
Great Pumpkin Parade.  Administration recommended approval with the following 
conditions:  1) Proper insurance was provided naming the City of Escanaba as 
additional insured, and 2) the event sponsors provide all labor and material to clean up 
at the conclusion of the event and 3) the event sponsors pay for any overtime labor that 
may be incurred. 
 
NB-2 Nelson moved, Beauchamp seconded, CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY, to approve a 

request by the ABATE of Michigan; Region No. 17, for the use of Ludington 
Street on Saturday, October 13, 2012, from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m., for their 
annual Great Pumpkin Parade.  Administration recommended approval with the 
following conditions:  1) Proper insurance was provided naming the City of 
Escanaba as additional insured, and 2) the event sponsors provide all labor and 
material to clean up at the conclusion of the event and 3) the event sponsors pay 
for any overtime labor that may be incurred. 

 
 
Approval – Change of Council Meeting Dates 
 

Administration recommended City Council change the regularly scheduled 
November 15, 2012 Council Meeting to November 13, 2012, due to the opening day of 
the firearm deer season, and the regularly scheduled July 4, 2013 City Council Meeting 
to July 3, 2013, due to the Fourth of July Holiday. 
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NB-3 Beauchamp moved, Nelson seconded, CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY, to approve 

to change the regularly scheduled November 15, 2012 Council Meeting to 
November 13, 2012, due to the opening day of the firearm deer season and the 
regularly scheduled July 4, 2013 City Council Meeting to July 3, 2013, due to the 
Fourth of July Holiday. 

  
 
Update – Power Generation/Plant Operation Options – City Administration. 
 

Manager O’Toole updated the City Council and public on the sale of the Power 
Plant and related items.  He advised escrow funds from the buyer were still being 
secured for the project.  As a result, the August 31, 2012 closing did not take place.  A 
recommendation would be made at the September 12, 2012, Council/Electrical Advisory 
Committee Monthly Meeting. 

 
 

Approval – FCC Radio Narrow Banding Compliance – City-wide. 
 

Administration sought Council approval to purchase needed equipment and 
services from Anderson Communications Inc. of Marquette, MI in an amount not to 
exceed $30,000 to upgrade the City-wide radio system.  This purchase was included in 
the current fiscal year budget. 

 
City Representative Mark Seymour briefly reviewed the scope of the bid 

specifications, City Radio inventory, and recommendation for Anderson 
Communications. 
 
NB-5 Nelson moved, Baker seconded, to approve to purchase needed equipment and 

services from Anderson Communications Inc. of Marquette, MI in an amount not 
to exceed $30,000 to upgrade the City-wide radio system. 

 
Upon a call of the roll, the vote was as follows: 

 
 Ayes: Nelson, Baker, Baribeau, Beauchamp, Evans 
 Nays: None 
 
 MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 
Approval – Annual Paving Bid – City-wide. 

 
Administration sought Council approval to retain Payne and Dolan, Inc., of 

Gladstone, Michigan for the City of Escanaba’s annual paving program at the unit prices 
as stated in their bid.  This purchase was included in the current fiscal year budget. 

 
Public Works Directory/City Engineer briefly reviewed the proposed bid and 

streets defined to be paved. 
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NB-6 Beauchamp moved, Baribeau seconded, to approve to retain Payne and Dolan, 
Inc., of Gladstone, Michigan for the City of Escanaba’s annual paving program at 
the unit prices as stated in their bid. 

 
Upon a call of the roll, the vote was as follows: 

 
 Ayes: Beauchamp, Baribeau, Baker, Nelson, Evans  
 Nays: None 
 
 MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 

By Council Member Baribeau, seconded by Council Member Nelson, to go into 
closed session to discuss wage reopener provisions in approved collective bargaining 
agreements between the City of Escanaba and Teamster’s Local #486 I.B.T. Public 
Safety Command Unit, I.B.T. Public Safety Officers and Dispatchers, and I.B.T. 
Water/Wastewater labor agreements. 
 
 After discussion as to whether there was a need to go into close session, a call of 
the roll was made.  The vote was as follows: 
 
 Ayes: Baribeau, Nelson, Evans 
 Nays: Baker, Beauchamp 
 
 City Attorney Peterson stated a two thirds vote, or four Council Members, was 
required to go in to close session per the Open Meetings Act. 
 

MOTION FAILED. 
 
 
Approval – Collective Bargaining Agreement – Wage Reopener – Teamster’s 
Local #486, I.B.T. Public Safety Command Unit.  
 

Council Members discussed a wage reopener provision in an approved collective 
bargaining agreement between the City of Escanaba and Teamster’s Local No. 486, 
I.B.T. Public Safety Command Unit. 
 
 Manager O’Toole reviewed the details of the reopener. 
 
NB-7 After discussion, Nelson moved, Baribeau seconded, to approve a wage 

reopener provision in an approved collective bargaining agreement between the 
City of Escanaba and Teamster’s Local No. 486, I.B.T. Public Safety Command 
Unit.  The Agreement called for a 1% across the board pay raise, effective 
August 20, 2012. 

 
 Ayes: Nelson, Baribeau, Baker, Evans 
 Nays: Beauchamp 
 
 MOTION CARRIED. 



City Council Minutes         
September 6, 2012 – cont.  
 

 
S:\Clerk\WP\2012 Minutes\cm09062012.docx 

5 

 
Approval – Collective Bargaining Agreement – Wage Reopener – Teamster’s 
Local #486, I.B.T. Public Safety Officers/Dispatchers. 
 

Council Members discussed a wage reopener provision in an approved collective 
bargaining agreement between the City of Escanaba and Teamster’s Local #486, I.B.T. 
Public Safety Officers and Dispatchers. 
 
NB-8 After discussion, Nelson moved, Baker seconded, to approve a wage reopener 

provision in an approved collective bargaining agreement between the City of 
Escanaba and Teamster’s Local #486, I.B.T. Public Safety Officers and 
Dispatchers.  The Agreement called for a 1% across the board pay raise and a 
.09 (nine cent) increase in Public Safety Officers and Dispatch shift differential 
effective August 20, 2012. 
 
Upon a call of the roll, the vote was as follows: 
 
Ayes: Nelson, Baker, Baribeau, Evans 
Nays: Beauchamp 
 
MOTION CARRIED. 

 
 
Approval – Collective Bargaining Agreement – 2-year Contract – Teamster’s Local 
#214, I.B.T. Water/Wastewater Group. 
 

Council Members discussed a collective bargaining agreement between the City 
of Escanaba and Teamster’s Local #486, I.B.T. Water/Wastewater. 
 
NB-9 Nelson moved, Baker seconded, to approve a collective bargaining agreement 

between the City of Escanaba and Teamster’s Local #486, I.B.T. 
Water/Wastewater.  The Agreement called for a two year contract, no pay raise 
in fiscal year 2012/2013, and a 1% raise on July 1, 2013. 
 
Upon a call of the roll, the vote was as follows: 
 
Ayes: Nelson, Baker, Baribeau, Beauchamp, Evans 
Nays: None 
 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 

 
Approval – Cost-of-Living Adjustment – Fiscal Year 2012-2013 – Non-Union 
Personnel. 
 

Council Members discussed a 1% cost-of-living adjustment for non-union 
personnel for Fiscal Year 2012-2013. 
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NB-10  After discussion, Nelson moved, Baribeau seconded, to approve of a 1% cost-

of-living adjustment for non-union personnel for Fiscal Year 2012-2013, effective 
August 20, 2013. 
 
Upon a call of the roll, the vote was as follows: 

 
 Ayes: Nelson, Baribeau, Baker, Beauchamp, Evans 
 Nays: None 
 
 MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 
APPOINTMENT(S) TO CITY BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES 
 
 Mayor Evans, with Council consensus, appointed John Economopoulos to the 
Traffic Safety Advisory Committee, Term Ending June 1, 2013. 
 
 
BOARD, COMMISSION, AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Council Members reviewed City Board and Commission meetings each attended 
since the last City Council Meeting. 
 
 
GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT  
 

Scott Carlson encouraged members of the public to attend the Cat-Man-Do’s 
Sportman’s fundraiser. 
  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 United Way Soup and Chili Challenge was scheduled for September 11, 2012 at 
the Fairgrounds; 

 Reviewed upcoming City meetings. 
 
 

Hearing no further public comment, the Council adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 
 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Robert S. Richards, CMC   Approved: ______________________ 
City Clerk     Leo J. Evans, Mayor  


