




OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 
CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF ESCANABA, MICHIGAN 
Regular Council Meeting 

Thursday, October 20, 2016 
 
 The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Mayor Marc D. Tall at 7:00 
p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall located at 410 Ludington Street. 
 
Present: Mayor Marc D. Tall, Council Members, Patricia A. Baribeau, Ralph B. 

Blasier, Ronald J. Beauchamp, and Michael R. Sattem. 
 
Absent: None 
     
Also Present:  City Manager James V. O’Toole, City Department Heads, media, and 

members of the public. 
 
 Pastor Scott Breault of the New Life Assembly of God Church, gave the 
invocation and led Council in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 Sattem moved, Blasier seconded, CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY, to approve 
Regular Meeting Minutes from October 6, 2016, as submitted. 
 
 
ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA  
 

Beauchamp moved, Baribeau seconded, CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY, to approve 
the City Council Agenda as submitted. 

 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATION – None 
 
RETIREMENT PROCLAMATION 
 
 Mayor Tall congratulated Robert S. Johnson, Wastewater Department, with a 
Certificate of Meritorious Service Award and Proclaimed Monday October 31st as Robert 
S. Johnson Day in the City of Escanaba upon his retirement.  Mayor Tall directed 
Administration to present Mr. Johnson with his Certificate of Merit and Proclamation 
upon his retirement. 

 
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
 Leo Evans, Basic Marine representative, spoke regarding the City property 
located behind the County jail.  Mr. Evans provided a brief property history and how the 
City acquired the property.  Mr. Evans stated Basic Marine wished to purchase the 
property for $26,000, and requested Council set a Public hearing for November 3, 2016. 
 
 Lyle Berro, Basic Marine representative, commented on the Daily Press article 
and stated the article was inaccurate. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None 
  
PUBLIC HEARINGS  
 
Setting of Public Hearing – Request to Purchase City-Owned Property - Basic 
Marine, Inc. 
 

Administration requested the City Council schedule a public hearing for 
November 3, 2016 on a proposed land purchase offer from Basic Marine Inc. to 
purchase City-owned property located adjacent to the Delta County Jail facility along the 
lake shore between North 3rd and 4th Street.  Basic Marine, Inc. has offered to pay 
$26,000 for said property. 
 

This being a Public Hearing, Mayor Tall asked if there was any public comment. 
 
Hearing no public comment, Mayor Tall closed the public hearing. 
 

PH-1 Blasier moved, Beauchamp seconded, CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY, to schedule 
a public hearing for November 3, 2016 on a proposed land purchase offer from 
Basic Marine Inc. to purchase City-owned property located adjacent to the Delta 
County Jail facility along the lake shore between North 3rd and 4th Street. 

 
 Upon a call of the roll, the vote was as follows: 
 
 Ayes: Blasier, Beauchamp, Baribeau, Sattem, Tall 
 Nays: None 
 
 MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Approval - Pawnbroker License – Wheels & Deals Pawn Shop – 1210 North 
Lincoln Road.     
 

Mr. Richard Semashko, owner of Wheels & Deals Pawn Shop, 1210 North 
Lincoln Road, sought Council approval to continue operations as a pawnbroker in the 
City of Escanaba.  If approved by Council, the Mayor was required to issue the license 
per City Ordinance. The Escanaba Department of Public Safety has reviewed the 
application and has recommended approval. 
 
NB-1 Sattem moved, Baribeau seconded, CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY, to approve a 

request from Mr. Richard Semashko, owner of Wheels & Deals Pawn Shop, 
1210 North Lincoln Road, to continue operations as a pawnbroker in the City of 
Escanaba. 

 
 
APPOINTMENT(S) TO CITY BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES  
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 Mayor Tall, with consensus of Council, reappointed the following individuals to 
the City Historic District Commission: 
 

 Suzell Eisenberger – 2nd term expired October 1, 2016 and wished to be 
reappointed to her 1st extended 1 year appointment; 

 Elizabeth Keller – 1st term expired October 1, 2016 and wished to be reappointed 
to a second term, expiring October 1, 2019; 

 Monte Morrison – 1st extended 1 year appointment expired October 1, 2016 and 
wished to be reappointed to his 2nd extended 1 year appointment. 

 
  
BOARD, COMMISSION, AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 Council Members reviewed City Board and Commission meetings each attended 
since the last City Council Meeting. 
 
 
GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
 City resident Ralph Blasier, stated he recommended a different sale price for the 
City Property behind the County Jail in an email that he sent. 
 
 Lyle Berro spoke of the Great Lakes Seaway Review magazine article which 
highlighted the development of Basic Marine’s port and the economic development it 
could provide to Escanaba and Upper Michigan. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

 Members of the public were encouraged to attend the annual Fur Raiser event 
for the Animal Shelter scheduled for the upcoming weekend. 

 
Hearing no further public comment, the Council adjourned at 7:24 p.m. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
Robert S. Richards, CMC   Approved: ______________________ 
City Clerk     Marc D. Tall, Mayor 
 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































