


























OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 
CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF ESCANABA, MICHIGAN 
Regular Council Meeting 

Thursday, November 3, 2016 
 
 The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Mayor Marc D. Tall at 7:00 
p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall located at 410 Ludington Street. 
 
Present: Mayor Marc D. Tall, Council Members, Patricia A. Baribeau, Ralph B. 

Blasier (Arrived at 7:05 p.m.), Ronald J. Beauchamp, and Michael R. 
Sattem. 

 
Absent: None 
     
Also Present:  City Manager James V. O’Toole, City Department Heads, media, and 

members of the public. 
 
 Pastor Erik Heskin of the Bethany Lutheran Church, gave the invocation and led 
Council in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 Sattem moved, Baribeau seconded, CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY, to approve 
Regular Meeting Minutes from October 20, 2016, as submitted. 
 
 
ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA  
 

Manager O’Toole stated the Council Agenda was amended to include setting 
public hearing dates to consider an application for an Industrial Facilities Exemption 
Certificate for Engineered Machined Products, Inc., 2701 North 30th Street Escanaba, 
Michigan 49829, and an Obsolete Property Rehabilitation District Public Hearing for 
November 17, 2016, 301 North Lincoln Road and 2601 3rd Avenue North - District No. 
25. 

 
Beauchamp moved, Sattem seconded, CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY, to approve 

the City Council Agenda as amended. 
 

 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATION – None 
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENT – None 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None 
  
PUBLIC HEARINGS  
 
Public Hearing – Request to Purchase Taxpayer-Owned Property - Basic Marine, 
Inc. 

 
A public hearing was conducted on a proposed land purchase offer from Basic 

Marine Inc. to purchase taxpayer-owned property located adjacent to the Delta County 
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Jail facility along the lake shore between North 3rd and 4th Streets. Basic Marine, Inc. 
has offered to pay the City of Escanaba $26,000 for said property. 

 
Manager O’Toole provided a detailed overview of the Basic Marine’s proposed 

request to purchase City property as part of Basic Marine’s port project.  Manager 
O’Toole’s presentation included, zoning information, requests to clear rubbish, OSHA 
violations, impacts with the community at large, safeguards, and whether the project 
would be beneficial to the Escanaba tax payer.  Manager O’Toole also reviewed two 
years of negotiating highlights with the City Negotiating Team, and how the City arrived 
at its appraisal value of and final offer of $118,500 plus a City Pathway around the 
proposed property.  After two years of negotiations, the City Negotiating Team could not 
forward a recommendation to City Council, and discussions where at an impasse.  
 

This being a Public Hearing, Mayor Tall asked if there was any public comment. 
 
Jim Cook, of 2107 18th Avenue South, was concerned with Basic Marine 

obtaining property to close to the City Municipal Dock, and stated Basic Marine should 
pay full appraisal value. 

 
Gary Randal, of 2121 3rd Avenue South, stated Council should consider this 

project for a way and means to get products into the area. 
 
Leo Evans, Basic Marine Representative, advised they would like to purchase 

property at their May 18th appraisal of $26,000.  He advised Basic Marine needed to 
apply for permits from DEQ and Army Corp of Engineers, and Basic Marine needed to 
own the proposed property for permits.  Mr. Evans reviewed Basic Marine costs and 
labor to redevelop the property, an estimate cost of at least $500,000. 

 
Basic Marine’s Appraiser out of Peshtigo, Wisconsin briefly reviewed his 

appraisal for the property. 
 
A City resident of 1620 Willow Creek Road, questioned the proposed bike path, 

and encouraged City Administration to review the City appraisal figures and to further 
review Basic Marine’s Proposal. 

 
Susan Jacobson, 2211 Lake Shore Drive, part of Cleveland Port Authority and 

now a City resident, stated she knew the value of a ship port, and spoke in support of 
the Basic Marine Deep Water Port and asked Council to support the project. 

 
Council Member Ralph Blasier, as a private citizen, spoke in support of the 

project, and an Economic Development Alliance letter of support for the project.  
 
Lyle Berro, Basic Marine Representative, spoke of economic Development for 

the Community, and best use for the property would be for what Basic Marine was 
offering for the property.  Mr. Berro also briefly reviewed other economic development 
opportunities for the area.  Mr. Berro encouraged Council to sell the property at the 
offered price of $26,000. 

 
Jock Snyder of M-35, suggested Council take advantage of the opportunity as 
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offered by Basic Marine. 
 
Mary Snyder, spoke in support of the sale of the property to Basic Marine. 
 
Hearing no further public comment, Mayor Tall closed the public hearing. 

 
 During Council Discussion, the following suggestions and concerns were 
reviewed: 
 

 Council Member Blasier stated Council should sell the property to Basic Marine; 

 Council Member Sattem stated individuals he talked to suggested to sell the City 
Property to Basic Marine, but not at the proposed price of $26,000; 

 Council Member Baribeau stated the property was a distraction to the City, 
reviewed City property Basic Marine purchased for a $1 and agreement to 
rehabilitate the property, which she felt was not adhered to as required by the 
sale conditions.  Reviewed a EDA email regarding a Cruise Ship docking at 
Basic Marine was not wanted.  City Municipal Dock was a better location, but not 
at this time.  Council Member Baribeau stated she heard many negative 
comments from the public.  She suggested not to sell at this time, especially with 
the Jail proposal on the upcoming ballot; 

 Council Member Beauchamp stated he was contacted by a handful of individuals 
who suggested not to sell at $26,000 proposed by Basic Marine.  He also 
suggested only sell the City Property for what it is worth, or put it out for bids;  

 Mayor Tall stated he also heard from numerous individuals who said to sell and 
not to sell, but the majority said to sell the City property for a port, but it would 
come down to the sale price.  Mayor Tall suggested another meeting with Mr. 
Kobasic. 
 
Council Member Blasier moved to sell the City property to Basic Marine for 

$26,000, and quit claim the property to Basic Marine and to pay for all title fees.  The 
motion died for lack of support.  
 

After further discussion, it was Council consensus that Mayor Tall, and Council 
Member Blasier be appointed to a negotiating team to meet with Mr. Kobasic of Basic 
Marine and City Attorney Peterson to continue discussions for the sale of the property. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Purchase Approval – Department of Public Safety Small Arms Purchase.   
 

Administration sought Council approval to purchase thirty (30) Model 43 Glock 
9mm small arm handguns, ammunition and holsters from Kieslers Police Supply of 
Jeffersonville, IN in an amount not to exceed $7,000. This was an unbudgeted request 
however funds were available from the Drug Law Enforcement Forfeiture Fund for this 
purchase. 
 

Public Safety Director LaMarch briefly reviewed the purchase.  The current 
weapons were very old and needed to be replaced.  He reviewed funds obtained from 
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the Drug Forfeiture Law that would be used to purchase the funds needed to purchase 
supplies and proposed guns.  
 
NB-1 Baribeau moved, Sattem seconded, to purchase thirty (30) Model 43 Glock 9mm 

small arm handguns, ammunition and holsters from Kieslers Police Supply of 
Jeffersonville, IN, from Drug Law Enforcement Forfeiture Funds in an amount not 
to exceed $7,000. 

 
 Upon a call of the roll, the vote was as follows: 
 
 Ayes: Baribeau, Sattem, Blasier, Beauchamp, Tall 
 Nays: None 
 
 MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 
Purchase Approval – Department of Public Safety Undervest Uniform Shirt 
Purchase.   
 

Administration sought Council approval to purchase thirty (30) undervest uniform 
shirts from Nye Uniforms of Grand Rapids, MI, in an amount not to exceed $1,400. This 
was a budgeted item however Administration recommended funds from the Drug Law 
Enforcement Forfeiture Fund to be used in place of General funds. 

 
NB-2 Sattem moved, Blasier seconded, to approve to purchase thirty (30) undervest 

uniform shirts from Nye Uniforms of Grand Rapids, MI, in an amount not to 
exceed $1,400. 

 
Upon a call of the roll, the vote was as follows: 

 
 Ayes: Sattem, Blasier, Baribeau, Beauchamp, Tall 
 Nays: None 
 
 MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 
First Reading – Ordinance No. 1175 – An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 17 – 
Parking and Circulation Requirements and Chapter 21 Central Retail District 
Permitted Uses By Right – Escanaba Zoning Ordinance.   
 

Administration requested the City Council consider this the first reading of 
Ordinance No. 1175, an Ordinance to amend Chapter 17., Parking and Circulation 
Requirements and Chapter 21., Central Retail District permitted uses by right of the 
Escanaba Zoning Ordinance and schedule a public hearing, second reading and 
adoption of said ordinance for November 17, 2016. 
 
NB-3 Beauchamp moved, Sattem seconded, CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY, to consider 

this the first reading of Ordinance No. 1175, an Ordinance to amend Chapter 17., 
Parking and Circulation Requirements and Chapter 21., Central Retail District 
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permitted uses by right of the Escanaba Zoning Ordinance and schedule a public 
hearing, second reading and adoption of said ordinance for November 17, 2016. 

 
 
Approval – Set a public hearing date to consider an application for an Industrial 
Facilities Exemption Certificate for Engineered Machined Products, Inc., 2701 
North 30th Street Escanaba, Michigan 49829. 
 

Engineered Machined Products, Inc. requested a tax abatement for real property.  
The total estimated amount of this project was $1,717,200.00 over a two year period.  
Council was asked to set November 17, 2016, for a public hearing on this application. 
 
NB-4 Blasier moved, Sattem seconded, CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY, to set November 

17, 2016, for a public hearing on an application for Industrial Facilities Exemption 
Certificate for Engineered Machined Products, Inc., 2701 North 30th Street, 
Escanaba, Michigan 49829. 

 
 
Approval – Setting Obsolete Property Rehabilitation District Public Hearing for 
November 17, 2016, 301 North Lincoln Road and 2601 3rd Avenue North - District 
No. 25. 
 

DP Management, LLC, 301 North Lincoln Road and 2601 3rd Avenue North - 
District No. 25, requested to be enrolled in the Obsolete Properties Rehabilitation Act 
(OPRA) (PA 146, 2000) which allows for partial exemption of property taxes for a 
specified period of time so that certain types of property improvements can be made in 
the specified area.  The intent of the legislation was to encourage rehabilitation of 
underutilized or decaying commercial or commercial/residential properties in certain 
designated communities. Council was asked to set November 17, 2016, for a public 
hearing on this application. 
 
NB-5 Blasier moved, Beauchamp seconded, CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY, to approve 

to set November 17, 2016, for a public hearing on an application from DP 
Management, LLC, 301 North Lincoln Road and 2601 3rd Avenue North – District 
No. 25,  to be enrolled in the Obsolete Properties Rehabilitation Act (OPRA) (PA 
146, 2000) which allows for partial exemption of property taxes for a specified 
period of time so that certain types of property improvements can be made in the 
specified area. 

 
 
APPOINTMENT(S) TO CITY BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES – None 
   
BOARD, COMMISSION, AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 Council Members reviewed City Board and Commission meetings each attended 
since the last City Council Meeting. 
 
 
GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT  
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 Edward LaGault commented on the proposed Zoning Ordinance and how 
important the revised ordinance would be to the RCC Program.  He also applauded the 
Council and said the Deep Port Project was needed but people asked that it be cleaned 
up. 
 
 Lyle Berro, of Basic Marine, commented on the progress of the project and how 
the project would look when completed. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

 Public was asked to remember the time change on November 5th, and to check 
their fire alarm batteries; 

 Encouraged the public to get out and vote on November 8, 2016. 
 

Hearing no further public comment, the Council adjourned at 8:27 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
Robert S. Richards, CMC   Approved: ______________________ 
City Clerk     Marc D. Tall, Mayor 
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