


























News Release 
Delta County Chamber of Commerce 

For additional information, contact Vickie Micheau, 786-2192 
 
Fishing Tournaments Give Bays de Noc an Economic Boost 

 
ESCANABA - With tourism down this summer throughout the Upper Peninsula, 
Delta County has depended on fishing tournaments to keep above the downward 

trend. 
 
   An economic impact survey conducted by the Delta County Chamber of 

Commerce during the Cabela’s National Team Championship in June showed an 
economic impact from the competitors alone was nearly $1-million. That does not 
count family members, tournament staff, media, spectators and others who 

attended the championship. And, most of the respondents said they plan to 
return to the area. 
 

   There were 252 two-person teams at the Cabela’s tournament. Of the 504 
anglers, Chamber Director Vickie Micheau said 250 anglers responded to the 
survey. Those responding were from 23 different states. Most of the respondents 

were from Nebraska, Pennsylvania and Minnesota. 
 
   The survey included information on lodging, food, transportation, fishing 

expenses, repairs and other expenses. 
 
   Those that responded stayed 6.42 nights and spent an average of $1,834.34 

making the immediate economic impact from the respondents $458,585. 
Assuming the remaining participants spent the similar amount of money during 
the tournament, the economic impact for all 504 anglers was $924,507.36. 

 
   Plus, each fisherman brought an average two additional people. Excluding 
transportation and fishing expenses, guests provided an economic impact of 

$761,715.36 for a total economic impact of $1,686,222.72. That still does not 
include tournament staff and others. 
 

   Micheau said the economic impact of the Cabela’s tournament and the other 
tournaments throughout the summer reaches much further than the numbers 
show. 

 
  “What you look at, in addition to the money that comes in immediately or is 
spent during a tournament, is the long term effects of what happens after you 

hold a tournament,” she said. 
 
 



   Eighty-two percent of the respondents said they stayed in a motel during their 
stay including the Bay View Motel between Escanaba and Gladstone. 

Reservations early in the year allowed Dan Kotowski to complete some needed 
construction at Bay View. 
 

   “We knew the money was coming in so it allowed us to do some remodeling,” 
Kotowski said. “So when people say it helps the motels, it helps the restaurants, 
it helps the gas stations, it does a lot more than that. All the money we spent 

here from that tournament went right back into the community.” 
 
   Kotowski said tournament fishermen tend to stay longer than vacationing 

fishermen. He saw fishermen arriving two weeks before the Cabela’s NTC and a 
week and half before the PWT in August. 
 

   The survey also showed that    the fishermen visited many of the area’s 
restaurants and stores. Restaurants they listed included Jack’s Restaurant and 
Swallow Inn in Rapid River; Delta Pub, Dew Drop Inn, Log Cabin and Delona in 

Gladstone; and Country Kitchen, Buck Inn, McDonald’s, Hong Kong Buffet, 
Tailgators, Hereford & Hops, Crispigna’s, Swedish Pantry, Stonehouse and 
Dobber’s Pasties in Escanaba. 

 
   “The response we’ve gotten from the fishermen has been outstanding,” said 
Brad Mantela of Dobber’s Pasties. “Any time there’s fishing tournaments in the 

area there’s always an upswing in business.” 
 
   Mantela said he even sees repeating business as fishermen come or pass 

through the area at other times. Despite the cool temperatures, he said the 
summer traffic has been decent this year. 
 

   Stores the respondents said they visited included Wal-Mart, K-Mart, Holiday 
Gas Station, Bay Shore Bait & Tackle, Sayklly’s, SuperOne, Delta Do-It, Grain & 
Grape and J.C. Penny’s. Many of them went to the Chip-In’s Island Resort and 

Casino. 
 
   Steve Masters, executive coordinator at the Bays de Noc Convention and 

Visitors Bureau, said lodging is down as much as 30 percent in some parts of the 
Upper Peninsula but Delta County on average has not posted the same 
decreases as the rest of the U.P. 

 
   “The events we’ve had in Delta County, specifically the fishing tournaments, 
have insulated us from that a little bit. We’re holding our own,” said Masters. 

“We’re not posting any increases and the months we are down are not as large 
as they are posting across the Upper Peninsula.” 
 



   His latest figures from May showed a slight increase in motel stays in Delta 
County. He expects the same for June, a slight downturn in July and maybe a 

slight increase in August. 
 
  “Which, in this year of down, down, down, even holding your own is OK,” he 

said. 
 
  Many of the anglers who responded to the survey had high praise for the area. 

One person said, “Beautiful area, will bring the family back next time.” 
Complaints centered on the rough waters and high winds. 
 

  Masters said the area’s tourism industry will continue to focus on fishing and 
activities on the bays. 
 

   “Fishing is very important for our area especially the tournament fishing 
because tournament fishing brings in that captive audience and it gives us more 
exposure. The water is what we have and who we are, it is part of our unique 

identity as a coastal community,” he said. 
 
   Both the Cabela’s NTC and PWT were filmed for broadcast on national cable 

channels. Micheau said many of the competitors crossing the Cabela’s stage 
made great comments about the area and the tournament. 
 

   “It makes it worth it. It makes all the work worth it. It makes the investment we 
made worth it because it was appreciated by the anglers who were here,” 
Micheau said. “They were impressed with our fishery and we absolutely believe 

that they will be back visiting our area and we expect to see people who have 
never been here before as a result of the exposure of the Cabela’s NTC 
coverage.” 

 
   Most in the survey, 92 percent, said their experience in Delta County was 
pleasant. Eight-two percent said they had never been to the Bays de Noc before 

and 84 percent said they plan to return to the area. 
 
   Micheau said the area can now be very selective about the types of 

tournaments that come to the Bays de Noc because of the quality fishery and the 
tournament support in the communities. 
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