
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING                    

ESCANABA, MICHIGAN  

October 18, 2016 
 

A meeting of the Escanaba Planning Commission was held on Tuesday, October 18, 2016, at 

6:00 p.m. in Room C101 at City Hall, 410 Ludington Street, Escanaba, MI 49829. 

 

PRESENT: Commissioners Brian Black, Tom Warstler, James Hellerman, Morley Diment, and 

Paul Caswell 

 

ALSO PRESENT: City Manager Jim OôToole, Executive Assistant Lisa Glish, City Council 

Liaison Ronald Beauchamp, and City Engineering Assistant Terry Flower 

 

ABSENT: Vice-Chairperson Kel Smyth, Secretary Roy Webber, and Commissioner Christine 

Williams 

  

City Manager Jim OôToole called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  

 

ROLL CALL  
 

Executive Assistant Lisa Glish conducted roll call.   

 

APPOINTMENT OF TEMPORARY CHAIR  

 

City Manager Jim OôToole asked the Commission to appoint a Temporary Chairperson due to 

the absence of Vice-Chairperson Kel Smyth. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Black, seconded by Commissioner Diment to appoint 

Commissioner Tom Warstler as Temporary Chair for the October 18, 2016 meeting. Ayes 

were unanimous.  

 

APPROVAL/CORRECTION OF THE SEPTEMBER 8, 2016 SPECIAL JOINT CITY 

COUNCIL AND PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES  

 

Commissioner Hellerman asked for a correction be made to the September 8, 2016 Special Joint 

City Council and Planning Commission Meeting Minutes on page 3 stating that he voted Ney 

during the motion to accept the draft 2016 Master Plan as presented with the feedback for 

Wildlife section 6.6, page 48. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Hellerman, seconded by Commissioner Black, to 

approve the September 8, 2016 Special Joint City Council and Planning Commission 

Meeting Minutes with correction. Ayes were unanimous.  

 

APPROVAL/ ADJUSTMENTS TO THE OCTOBER 18, 2016 PLANNING COMMISSION 

MEETING AGENDA  

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Diment, seconded by Commissioner Hellerman, to 

approve the October 18, 2016 Planning Commission Meeting Agenda as printed. Ayes were 

unanimous.  
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CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATIONS  
 

None. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

 

None. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING  

 

1. Public Hearing ï Zoning Ordinance Amendments. 

 

Jim OôToole stated a public hearing on proposed Zoning Ordinance amendments pertaining to 

Chapter 17 Parking and Circulations Requirements and Chapter 21 Central Retail District 

Commercial District requirements will be conducted by the Planning Commission.  The purpose 

of the hearing is to provide an opportunity for the public to comment on the proposed 

amendments. 

Jim OôToole stated as an overview for the proposed Zoning Ordinance amendments is a result of 

a requirement of the Redevelopment Ready Community (RRC) program. It was noted to the City 

that more ñflexibleò parking standards should be implemented. 

 

Jim OôToole presented the following PowerPoint presentation that lists the Existing 

Requirements and the Proposed Amendments: 
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