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Escanaba council approves
rec plan
Upgrades, new parks in the works

February  17,  2012

By Jenny Lancour (jlancour@dailypress.net) , Daily Press

Save | Comments (1) | Post a comment | 

ESCANABA - Ongoing maintenance projects, as well as a few new
items, like more parks in the city, are included in the Escanaba
recreation department's updated five-year plan adopted by city
council Thursday.

Recreation Director Tom Penegor described the plan as "a wish
list" of projects the department would like to accomplish in the
next five years with available financing.

The plan also meets the requirements of the Department of
Natural Resources and gives the city a direction for the future
based on population needs, Penegor explained.

According to the document approved by council Thursday, the
2012-16 plan "is intended to build upon an existing public
park/recreation system and provide a foundation for community
action that improves the quality and quantity of leisure
opportunities in the city of Escanaba for its citizens and visitors."

The five-member Recreation Advisory Board identified the major
issues, policies and goals within the plan through past meeting
minutes, public comments, and staff recommendations.

Ongoing projects for the next five years include: upgrades at the
civic center such as plumbing and roof improvements, a second
locker room, bathroom improvements, and energy-efficient
windows and doors.

Other ongoing projects proposed for the next five years include:

resurfacing of tennis and basketball courts, adding more non-
motorized pathways, continuing to support the Wells Sports
Complex, improving ski and walking trails, and upgrading the
marina.

Plans proposed for the current year and into 2013 include
concrete foundations for year-around skating at Royce and
Webster parks. The public restrooms at Ludington Park were
noted as needing upgrades.

Improvements are planned for Dickson Field, Lemerand Field, and
the Bay Soccer Complex. Tennis courts may be resurfaced at the
Royce and Ludington Park locations during 2012-13.

Park improvements will take place at city parks during the next five
years. Three new parks are also proposed in the upcoming future,
according to the city's recreation plan.

A playground is planned for property bounded by 3rd Avenue
North and Ludington Street. A park is proposed on 3rd Avenue
South at South 30th Street. A skate park is also being considered
near the civic center.
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