PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
ESCANABA, MICHIGAN
MARCH 14, 2013

A regular meeting of the Escanaba Planning Commission was held on Thursday, March 14,
2013, at 6:00 p.m. in Room C101 at City Hall, 410 Ludington Street, Escanaba, MI 49829.

PRESENT: Chairperson Stephen Buckbee, Vice Chairperson Patrick Connor, Boardmembers
Tom Warstler, Roy Webber, Kel Smyth, Brian Moravec, Todd Milkiewicz, Brian Black and
Christine Williams.

ALSO PRESENT: City Manager Jim O’Toole, Council Member Pete Baker, and Executive
Secretary Kim Peterson.

Chairperson Stephen Buckbee called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.
Roll Call
Executive Secretary Kim Peterson conducted the roll call.

Approval/Correction of the February 14, 2013, Planning Commission Meeting Minutes

A motion was made by Vice Chairperson Patrick Connor, seconded by Planning
Commissioner Tom Warstler, to approve the February 14, 2013, Meeting Minutes. Ayes
were unanimous.

Approval/Adjustments to the Agenda

.Mr. O’Toole stated under New Business 1. Election — Secretary should be election of a Deputy
Secretary.

A motion was made by Planning Commissioner Tom Warstler, seconded by Planning
Commissioner Brian Moravec, to approve the meeting agenda with the correction of New

Business 1. Election — Deputy Secretary. Ayes were unanimous.

Conflict of Interest Declarations

None.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

None.

PUBLIC COMMENT

2013-18 Planning Commission Capital Improvement Plan (CIP)

Mr. O’Toole stated annually the Planning Commission is required to prepare a Capital
Improvement Plan (CIP) for the evaluation and identification of capital infrastructure projects in
need of renovation, repair and/or construction. The CIP relates these capital project needs to the
financial resources that will support the realization of an improvement and the timeframe in
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which both the financing and work will take place. The CIP was reviewed. (The CIP is attached
to the meeting minutes)

Mr. O’Toole stated every spring the City Engineering Department and MDOT drive all the
streets within City limits and rate them for a triage system. The street list is brought before the
Planning Commission in June for public hearing. Sidewalk repair and maintenance has a budget
amount of $5,000 and this is a very nominal amount of money and is used mainly for problem
areas when complaints are received. Ten years ago the sidewalk program was budgeted
$200,000 - $300,000. The cross country ski trail upgrades is property on the west side of City
limits and is budgeted $5,000 from the Land Development Fund and money derived from the
timber sales that was done a few years ago and dedicated to this improvement. Power Pole
Replacement is an annual expenditure to update the power poles in the distribution system. The
City Council approved a contract of up to $250,000 for pole replacement this year which will
begin next month and are replacing poles that were installed in the 1950°s (the funds will allow
for 50-75 poles to be replaced).

Boardmember Williams suggested the trail for the cross country be referenced as a recreational
trail as it is utilized all year.

Vice Chairperson Connor questioned if the City would get $2.5 million back when the Power
Plant is sold for the new electrical substation. Mr. O’Toole responded the City would not as this
has nothing to do with the Power Plant and is a needed distribution upgrade.

Boardmember Williams stated there is a correction to the John Besse Park as it references frisbee
gold course should be frisbee golf course.

Boardmember Williams stated the CIP refers to the 1200 block of 1® Avenue North and parking
lot beautification and questioned whether the landscaping was going to be a collaboration with
Esky 150. Mr. O’Toole stated the Esky 150 committee will be consulted and whether they
would fund the project or is unknown.

Public hearing was opened to the public for comment. No comments were heard.
A motion was made by Planning Commissioner Warstler, seconded by Planning
Commissioner Roy Webber, to support the Capital Improvement Plan. Ayes were

unanimous.

NEW BUSINESS

Election — Deputy Secretary

Mr. O’Toole stated Jeremy Peacock resigned from the Planning Commission and a vacancy was
created for the Deputy Secretary.

A motion was made by Vice Chairperson Patrick Connor, seconded by Planning
Commissioner Tom Warstler, to appoint Brian Black as the Deputy Secretary. Ayes were
unanimous.
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Project Updates:

a.

Zoning Board of Appeals Hearings/Decisions

Jim O’Toole said the Board of Appeals held a meeting in February 2013 for AutoZone,

Inc. for a variance to the front door orientation and was denied. The proposed AutoZone -
Inc. would be located on North Lincoln Road between Pizza Hut and Advanced Auto.

The developer is currently working on redesigning the layout of the facility and no

variance will be needed. The site plan should go before the Planning Commission in

April 2013.

Delta County Planning Commission Update

Vice Chairperson Patrick Connor stated he attended a Delta County Planning
Commission Meeting on March 4, 2013. At this meeting was a conditional use request
in Fairbanks Township for a farm land agreement. Wind tower site plan review costs
increase is being proposed to $2,500 from $200 as it costs approximately $1.2 million
for each turbine to be constructed. There is a lot of work involved with meetings,
publications, ordinance and policy reviews that takes place for approval.

Ordinance and Policy Review/Development

Mr. O’Toole stated the Zoning Ordinance Amendment to include transitional housing in
multi-family districts has passed and will go into effect within a couple of weeks. The
Trailer Ordinance revisions are set for a second reading and public hearing for March
21, 2013.

. Zoning/Land Use Permit Update

There were a few zoning land use permits and will be provided at the next meeting.
Various

Mr. O’Toole gave an update on the concept of a Central Upper Peninsula Economic
Zone. This is a partnership with all units of government in Delta County and Marquette
County. A Joint Governmental Meeting was held on 03/13/13 and the process of moving
it forward was reviewed. The administrators of Escanaba, Gladstone, Delta County,
Marquette County and City of Marquette have been working on putting a strategy
together to bring this forward. The first step will be to get legislation introduced to
amend the Next Michigan Development Act of 2010, which establishes five Next
Michigan Zones all within Lower Peninsula. The amendment will mandate that one Next
Michigan Zone be established in the Central Upper Peninsula. Units of government were
asked to bring a resolution before their elected body for support so it can be submitted to
Senator Casperson, Representative McBroom and Representative Kivala from Marquette
so bipartisan mtroduction of the amendment can take place. This resolution is on the City
Council Meeting Agenda for 03/21/13. This will also be brought before the Planning
Commission for Resolution of Support. If this is successful, it will bring one of the
state’s most attractive economic incentive packages to the Central Upper Peninsula. It is
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designed around transportation and multi-model transportation and the area has the
perfect scenario with water, highway, trains, and airports.

GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT

None.

COMMISSION/STAFF COMMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Christine Williams and Brian Black were welcomed to the Planning Commission.

Planning Commissioner Roy Webber stated when the John Besse Park was approved he has
concerns with the pavilion being open on all sides. He suggested having a drop down door to
keep the wind out if it was feasible. Mr. O’Toole stated it could be looked at, but would be more
of a cost issue and could be evaluated. Planning Commissioner Roy Webber stated with the fees
being charged the doors could pay for themselves over time. Planning Commissioner Todd
Milkiewicz stated Public Safety would prefer the sides to be open so when they patrol at night
they can shine at night to see if there are any obstructions.

Planning Commissioner Roy Webber stated disc golf will be constructed at Pioneer Trial Park,
Ludington Park and now at the John Besse Park. He stated the disc golf utilizes a large footprint
and believes the City should wait and see if there would be a need for another one. Mr. O’Toole
stated all future disc golf courses would have to go before the Planming Commission if City
property is being utilized. '

Planning Commissioner Roy Webber discussed the recent foreclosure of the Delta Plaza Mall.
He stated the mall used to be nice at one time, however, there is now pot holes and would be nice
to have a strip mall in its place. Mr. O’Toole stated there is interest on the property from private
sources.

Adjournment

A motion was made by Chairperson Stephen Buckbee, seconded by Planning
Commissioner Roy Webber to adjourn the meeting. The meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m.

Ayes were unanimous.

Steph#n Buckbee, Chairperson James V. O’Toole, City Manager
Escanaba Planning Commission City of Escanaba

Py A B
Roy'Webber, Secretary
Escanaba Planning Commission
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