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I n the spirit of Christ 
and the example of 

Francis of Assisi, the 
mission of OSF Health 
Care is to serve persons 
with the greatest care 
and love in a community 
that celebrates the Gift of 
Life. 
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CHAPTER 6

INTRODUCTION
Public facilities and services in a community are crucial to the health and well being of the residents.  
Community facilities are any services owned and operated by the local municipality and/or quasi-public 
organization.  Additionally, these facilities and services may be distributed by the city or governing body 
and supplied by an independent service provider.  This chapter covers the existing facilities and services 
provided to the residents of Escanaba.  

GOVERNMENT FACILITIES
City Hall
Escanaba City Hall is located at 410 Ludington Street.  This location houses many offices including those 
of the manager, clerk, treasurer, community development and planning, human resources, assessor, public 
utilities, and engineering.  The Escanaba Public Library was incorporated into the City Hall building and 
opened in October of 1995.  

Public Works
The Public Works facility located at 1711 North Sheridan Road is responsible for a number of services.  
Some of the responsibilities include the maintenance of street lights, storm sewers, parking lots and city 
parks.  Additionally, the public works department facilitates yard waste disposal and snow and ice removal.

  Community Facilities
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Recreation 
The Recreation Department is Located at 225 North 21st Street in the Catherine Bonifas Civic Center.  The 
facility was built in 1967 with the funds from the Catherine Bonifas Endowment Fund and is routinely 
upgraded by the City of Escanaba.  The Recreation Department supports a wide array of sporting, 
recreational, and civic events offered by the city.  Recreational opportunities are offered to all citizens and 
are held throughout the year, including such things as basketball, aerobics, pool, and dances.  

Electric Power
The Escanaba Power Plant is located at 2000 Power Plant Road and was constructed in 1958.  The 
Escanaba electric generation assets include a 25-megawatt capacity coal-fuel based steam generation 
unit.  The coal-fired unit is made up of two parallel 12.5-megawatt units.  A 15-megawatt capacity fuel oil 
based combustion turbine generator for meeting peak electric demand loads and providing maintenance 
and emergency backup is also located at the Power Plant facility.  Two 69-kilovolt-transmission lines 
link Escanaba to the regional transmission grid and external generation capacity.  A load forecast study 
conducted for the City in 2003 forecasted that the City’s peak load would reach 38.2 megawatts by 2013.  
Formal studies were started in 2005 to evaluate the environmental permitting feasibility and pollution 
control equipment requirements for building a new coal fired generation unit for a range of potential 
capacities.  Assuming no environmental fatal flaws are found in this initial study, a second preliminary 
engineering study is planned for 2006 to establish the total cost to build a new generation facility and 
generation costs in dollars per kilowatt as a function of capacity utilization.
The Escanaba Electric Department, a facility located within another facility, is located at 1711 Sheridan 
Road and was constructed in 1992.  Department duties include electrical system distribution management 
and maintenance, trimming of trees around electrical lines and assets, street light maintenance, temporary 
electrical service, set-up and removal of service, and meter installation.
   
Public Safety
The Escanaba Department of Public Safety is located at 1900 3rd Avenue North and was constructed 
in 1974.  Upgrades to the facility are needed with respect to the heating system and routine building 
improvements.  The department combines fire and police services offering residents the utmost level of 
safety and security.  The department is made up of three primary divisions including patrol, investigations, 
and communications and records.  The patrol division serves as the initial response team for all fire and 
police calls.  Additionally, patrol serves as the only Weapons of Mass Destruction Team in the Upper 
Peninsula.  Patrol is broken into four primary platoons staffed by a total of four sergeants, four lieutenants, 
and one captain.  The investigations division, comprised of two staff detectives, performs the follow-
up for all cases that require extended time.  The communications and records division is responsible for 
maintaining all records as well as dispatch service.  In 2006, central dispatch duties will be transferred to 
a local 911 Authority.  The department is also served by a K-9 program consisting of one drug and one 
explosive K-9 unit (dog and handler), which have been used in Escanaba as well as throughout the Upper 
Peninsula.   
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WATER AND SANITARY SEWER
 Water Supply and Distribution
Escanaba enjoys the benefit of an abundance of available fresh water found in Little Bay De Noc of Lake 
Michigan.  Water quality in Little Bay De Noc varies due to winds, water levels, and Zebra Mussels which 
effect turbidity.  The water treatment plant manages these variables through various processes to provide 
Escanaba with a safe and consistent water supply.  Available ground water resources are less desirable due 
to the substantial hardness of the water and limited capacity.  The Escanaba water treatment plant, built in 
1952, serves 5,000 customers within the city limits, combined with 180 customers in Wells Township.

Escanaba’s water treatment plant is located at One Water Plant Road.  The plant performs complete 
treatment operations including taste and odor control, fluoridation, and filtration.  The system operates 
six primary processes, each performing a unique treatment function.  At the initial intake segment of the 
process powdered charcoal is added to facilitate the absorption of tastes and odors.  The next step is the 
critical disinfections process, which is performed through the addition of chlorine to the water.  This step 
kills viruses, bacteria, and other harmful organisms.  Aluminum Sulfate is then added to the disinfected 
water, which causes particulate matter to clump together and settle to the bottom of a large tank in which 
the water is contained.  Once the settling process is complete, sodium carbonate is added in the form of 
soda ash to increase pH and minimize the corrosive properties of the water.  At this point the water is 
fluoridated.  The final step performed at the treatment plant before distribution is a sand filtration process 
removing any remaining particles.  

Following these six processes, the water is distributed through 80 miles of cast iron and ductile iron water 
mains of varying diameters between 4” and 16”.  The distribution system is maintained through 2,000 
underground valves and services over 600 fire hydrants.   Currently Escanaba’s treatment plant has a 
maximum distribution capacity of 8 million gallons per day.  The maximum demand, during the summer 
months, reaches 4 million gallons per day with an average daily usage of 2.5 million gallons.  Escanaba’s 
total water storage capacity is 2 million gallons within three tanks, one underground tank holding 1 million 
gallons, and two elevated storage tanks each holding 500,000 gallons. 

Escanaba continues to make improvements and support maintenance of the existing facilities and 
distribution network.  Since the implementation of the treatment plant in 1952, the City has made 
improvements and enhancements as technological advances have allowed for better and safer water 
treatment operations.    

Wastewater Treatment 
Wastewater management is performed by the Escanaba Wastewater Department at the treatment facility 
located on 1900 Willow Creek Road.  Escanaba’s wastewater treatment plant was established in this 
current location in 1932.  The facility currently operates as a Class B complete mix activated mix sludge 
plant with anaerobic digestion, liquid sludge disposal and chlorine disinfections.  Approximately 80 miles of 
pipe exist within the system.  

The existing treatment plant has seen numerous upgrades over the course of operations.  In 1973, the 
treatment plant undertook a three million dollar renovation which added the complete mix activated 
sludge system, anaerobic digestion and phosphorus removal.  In 1993, a new administration building 
and computer system were added to the treatment plant.  In 1994, 300 acres of land were cleared for a 
sludge recycling location.  Then in 1995, a 3,000-gallon tanker truck was purchased to support the sludge 
recycling and disposal program.  During 1999, construction of a one million gallon sludge storage tank was 
completed.  This same year the EPA awarded Escanaba with the Region 5 Award of Excellence.  Later that 
year in October of 1999, the EPA awarded yet another honor of National Operation and Maintenance.   In 
2001, additional improvements were made to the wastewater treatment plant and the exterior appearance 
of the facility.  It was during this time when the plant received the Wastewater Utility of the Year Award, 
presented by Michigan’s Rural Water Association. Throughout the history of operation, Escanaba’s 
wastewater plant has continuously been upgraded and maintained at the highest level of service.   
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PUBLIC EDUCATION
Escanaba High School operates as a class A-B high school serving all Escanaba area high school students.  
Escanaba High School supports an enrollment of approximately 1174 students from grades nine through 
twelve.  Escanaba Junior High School provides education for students in grades seven through eight, with 
an enrollment of approximately 520 students. Four elementary schools support Escanaba’s younger student 
population and support grades kindergarten through sixth.  Webster Elementary has an enrollment of 300, 
Soo Hill Elementary has an enrollment of 319, John Lemmer Elementary has an enrollment of 349, and 
Franklin Elementary has an enrollment of 196.

PRIVATE EDUCATION
Holy Name School provides enrollment for students from grades kindergarten through eighth with an 
additional preschool program.  Holy Name operates within one building which has twenty three class 
rooms serving over 300 students.  St. Anne, St. Anthony, St. Joseph/St. Patrick and St. Thomas Parishes 
provide funding and services to facilitate the operations of Holy Name School.

REGIONAL INSTITUTIONS
Escanaba has two primary institutions that serve the City of Escanaba and the south central region of the 
Upper Peninsula, Bay College and the OSF St. Francis Hospital.  

Bay College 
Bay de Noc Community College is a comprehensive two-year public institution chartered in 1963.  The 
College provides a full range of transfer, technical certificate and degree programs, as well as lifelong 
learning and community service opportunities for the residents of the Central Upper Peninsula.  Home 
of the first Michigan Technical Education Center to open in the State of Michigan, the center provides a 
variety of customized and technical skill training and professional development opportunities for working 
age adults across the U.P.  The campus is situated on 160 acres and services over 5,000 credit students 
each year, including those completing baccalaureate and master degree programs sponsored by partner 
universities.  The College also hosts more than 40, 000 visitors each year in a variety of conference, 
training, and meeting activities.  The local YMCA is co-located on the college campus, providing 
recreational opportunities for local residents and college students. 
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OSF St. Francis Hospital   
The Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis, East Peoria, Illinois, established OSF St. Francis Hospital of 
Escanaba.  This group of women started providing health care services for the region in 1884.  Two fires 
destroyed most of the original hospital in 1889 and another in 1926.  The original hospital was rebuilt and 
was added to periodically as demand for services increased.  In 1986, the Third Order of St. Francis again 
demonstrated their commitment to the community by constructing a new 110 bed hospital facility located 
on 82 acres of property on the west side of Escanaba.  In 2006, the Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis 
completed construction of a new permanent Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) unit and a new Cardiac 
Diagnostic Center which will provide enhanced cardiology and cardiovascular services.  These new services 
will provide area residents with an enhanced level of care and keep area patients from having to travel long 
distances for these types of services.

The OSF St. Francis Hospital continues to operate under the original philosophy of the sisters and have 
outlined their mission as follows:

“In the spirit of Christ and the example of Francis of Assisi, the mission of OSF Health Care is to serve 
persons with the greatest care and love in a community that celebrates the Gift of Life.”
   

LOCAL CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
The City of Escanaba, on an annual basis, prepares a long range Capital Improvements Plan and Budget 
to enhance specific areas in the community.  Incorporated in the budget are projects and programs 
reflecting public policy matters such as streets, sidewalks, parks, water mains, and other infrastructure 
improvements.    The Capital Improvements Plan budget will show how Escanaba approaches maintenance 
and development opportunities.  Listed below is a sampling of projects in Escanaba’s Capital Improvements 
Plan budget for 2004/2005.  

• Danforth Road Repaving:  Total Cost of $166,000.00, Major Street Fund and/or MDOT.
• Whitetail Industrial Park Watermain Looping Process Phase 1:  Total Cost $50,000.00, Water Utility 

Fund.
• Abandonment of Old 5th Ave. South at S. Lincoln Rd.:  Total Cost of $18,500.00,  Land Development 

Fund.
• Engineering for Stream Crossing at 6th Ave. N. and N. 30th St.:  Total Cost of $20,000.00, Major 

Street Fund.
•    Sidewalk Repair and Maintenance Program City Wide: Total Cost of $5,000.00, General Fund.
• Ludington Street Streetscape Design:  Total Cost of $30,000.00, Downtown Development Authority.
• Street Resurfacing and Curbing City  Wide: Total Cost of $185,000.00, Major Street Fund and/or Local 

Street Fund.




