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future of Escanaba.   The following individuals have put forth a great deal of effort in this plan and deserve 
special recognition for their work. 
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Appendices are as follows.

Appendix A.  Community Survey Summary

Appendix B.  Community Survey Written Results

Appendix C.  Waterfront Redevelopment Resource Guide

Appendix D.  NOAA Little Bay de Noc Chart
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Study of Waterfront Communities

Escanaba is presented with the opportunity to redevelop and reshape their waterfront along Lake Michigan.  
In order to begin forming ideas and methodologies for the development of this valuable area, City officials 
wish to look at other waterfront communities and some of the things they have done.  Therefore, the 
following information provides an overview of existing waterfront communities and the way they have 
developed new land uses and reshaped the lakeshore.  

While a number of large metropolitan waterfronts have been developed successfully, a few case studies 
provide an in depth look at waterfront planning.  For review of waterfront communities please utilize the 
following references to analyze some of the options for Escanaba.  

Escanaba Waterfront:  North Shore
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Case Study 1:  City of Marquette
Project:  Lower Harbor Study, Framework Plan, and Illustrative Plan.

The City of Marquette initiated the process of developing a study on the existing conditions, potential future 
uses, and illustrative plans for the area known as the Lower Harbor and South Rail Yard.  This area presents 
a number of similarities to the waterfront of Escanaba.  These similarities include previous intensive industrial 
and shipping uses as well as brownfield and environmental concerns.  Marquette undertook this project 
to develop a strategy to reuse and preserve this highly valued area along the waterfront.  The focus of 
this project aimed at protecting valuable recreational and natural resources while allowing for economic 
sustainability through light industry and tourism.  Plan implementation has been initiated and is presenting 
promising results.  The Marquette Lower Harbor Land Use Plan may prove to be a model for waterfront 
redevelopment in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.  However, careful oversight and review will inevitably be the 
final measure of success.  Detailed analysis and descriptions of the Marquette Lower Harbor Land Use Plan 
are available on the web at http://www.mqtcty.org/News/lowerharbor.htm. 

Marquette Lower Harbor Land Use Plan
The initial stages of the study involved an assessment of existing conditions.  The following are illustrations 
of the resulting study.  

Figure. C-1. Existing Conditions

Figure C-3. Illustrative Plan for South Rail Yard

Figure C-2. Lower Harbor Framework 
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Case Study 2:  City of Petoskey
Project:  Bayfront Park 

The City of Petoskey is well known for its scenic waterfront area, known as Bayfront Park.  The City began 
to reshape the character of the waterfront during the initial stage of redevelopment in 1986.  These efforts 
continue today and have created a waterfront resource that is highly regarded by residents and tourists.  
Petoskey has a vibrant downtown shopping district that ties directly into the waterfront.  Similar to Escanaba, 
Petoskey has an active marina and a number of tourists accessing the town via the Great Lakes waterways.   
Redevelopment has included a great deal of enhancement projects including the following:

 - Lakeshore erosion control
 - Sports fields 
 - Landscaping and beautification
 - Pedestrian/bike boardwalks, trails, and highway underpass connections to downtown 
 - Marina, boat launch, and multi use pier improvements

These are only a few of the improvements and developments that have been implemented in Petoskey’s 
waterfront area.  Residential development along the southern extent of the waterfront has and continues 
to become a very attractive option for both year round residents and seasonal home owners.  A mix of 
single family, condominium, and townhomes are located along the southern extent of the waterfront.  The 
waterfront offers safe pedestrian access to the downtown shopping, entertainment, and lodging.  Petoskey’s 
redevelopment of the waterfront has been a lengthy process and continues today.  The success of their 
efforts is well recognized throughout the State and should be looked at for similar communities.  Escanaba 
has expressed interest in developing waterfront uses that tie into the downtown.  The City of Petoskey 
presents a prime example of how this can be done successfully.    

Figure C-4.  Old Petoskey Waterfront Figure C-5.  Bayfront Gateway

Figure C-6.  Bayfront Gateway
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Case Study 3:  City of Wyandotte
Project:  Wyandotte Michigan; BASF Site

In 1980 the City of Wyandotte Michigan, located along the Detroit River just north of Lake Erie, was presented 
with the opportunity to reclaim the BASF site following closing operations of the plant.  Due to the nature 
of the BASF plant operations, the site was heavily contaminated and classified as a brownfield.  Following 
six years of environmental analysis and testing, the BASF site was leased to the City for redevelopment.  
Currently the BASF site offers numerous recreation features including a park, river walk, and public golf 
course.  Wyandotte is a perfect example of what can be done along waterfronts similar to Escanaba that 
have historically had intensive industrial uses.  Brownfield remediation is a viable option for Escanaba’s 
waterfront, and the Wyandotte BASF site is a prime example of what can be done.  Wyandotte continues to 
push for more waterfront redevelopment that serves the overall good of the community.  A recent example 
was presented in the March 27 issue of the Detroit News concerning the rezoning of a 25 acre parcel of 
land currently used for chemical manufacturing.  Wyandotte’s Mayor is hoping to rezone the parcel Planned 
Development to curb additional industrial development.   Nearby the City of Trenton has undergone similar 
actions in the reclamation of the industrial waterfront along the Detroit River.  Additional information is 
available at < www.tbrpc.org/waterfront/brownfld.htm>, and  < www.detnews.com>.  

    

Figure C-7.  BSF Site Before Redevelopment

Figure C-8.  BSF Site After Redevelopment
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Organizations providing assistance and/or information regarding Great Lakes waterways, 
waterfront redevelopment, and economic development are as follows: 

Urban Land Institute. ULI International Waterfront Development Conference,  2005.  <http://www.uli.org>
 Recommended Presentations to Review:
 •  Reviving the Waterfront: Trends and Opportunities by Richard M. Rosan (2MB PPT).
 •  Reclaiming the Waterfront: Waterfront Design and Development in North American Lessons   
 Learned and Value Added by Evan S. Rose (25MB PPT).
 •  Plans for Orchard Road Premier Shopping Street (5MB PDF).
 
Michigan Land Use Institute.  Land and Water Division.   < http://www.mlui.org/landwater/>

Sea Grant Michigan.  < www.miseagrant.umich.edu/>  

Visioning a Sustainable Future for Northeast Michigan
Connecting Great Lakes Coastal Access, Tourism, and Economic Development

Northeast Midwest Institute  <http://www.nemw.org/>

Great Lakes Commission  <http://www.glc.org>
       Recommended Items to Review:  
 •  Transportation and Sustainable Development Program:  Wisconsin  Waterfront Revitalization   

Council of Great Lakes Industries  <http://www.cgli.org/>

The Waterfront Center.  <www.waterfrontcenter.org>

Atlantic Planners Institute.  < www.atlanticplanners.org>

Toronto Canada  <www.cbc.ca/toronto/story/tor-waterfront060516.html>

Great Lakes Information Network.  <www.great-lakes.net>

Please take the time to review the attached CD titled “Waterfront Redevelopment Resources” which 
contains a number of case studies and information on waterfront redevelopment.  
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Figure D-1. NOAA Little Bay de Noc Chart




